
Mesa Verde High School 

Site Council Minutes 

October 28, 2014 – 3:30 PM 

1. Call to order  

2. Roll call:                                                                                                                                                                            

In attendance: Colin Bross, Juli Paxiao, Donna Marshall, Kim Steele, Eric Perez-Pantoja, Karol Ellis, Jake 

Ellis.  Absent: Roxann Dobler, Camilla Crosby, Amanda Brown, Kendra Dinardo Visitor: Cynthia Morarity, 

Vice Principal, Susan Iratene , English Language Instructional Specialist (ELIS) 

3. Additions/Changes to Agenda - None 

4. Reading and Approval of Minutes – The minutes from the last Site Council meeting held on September 

23, 2014 were reviewed and approved on a motion by Karol Ellis, seconded by Kim Steele. 

5. Reports of Officers/Committee Recommendation – None 

6. Public Comment – None 

7. Unfinished business – None 

8. New business –  

a. Introduction of Student Site Council Representatives – Eric Perez-Pantoja and Jake Ellis were introduced 

as the student members of Site Council for 2014-2015. 

b. Safety update from the Safety Committee – Cindy Morarity reported on today’s lockdown drill. It was 

great practice, particularly since it occurred at lunch time. The lockdown went well, although a problem 

that developed had to do with questions about who is responsible for certain key responsibilities. For 

example, who is responsible for locking down the exterior doors to the buildings? Discussion was held 

about how other schools handle this issue. Mr. Bross reported that law enforcement states that the most 

important focus should be to get students locked down with a teacher in a class room, and not worry 

about locking the exterior doors into the building. The assumption is that law enforcement will be on 

campus quickly, so the halls will be taken care of.  Today’s lockdown was cleared within ten minutes. 

Further communication will be made with the staff about reviewing safety binders. Our fire drill earlier 

this year was successful. A new addition this year is the room number marked on the pavement, which 

seemed to make things easier as everyone was on the blacktop within three and a half minutes. 

Administration is currently working on getting the room numbers reordered on the pavement so they are 

in more logical order. Safety buckets were instituted last year – this year kitty litter has been added; all 

supplies in the buckets were also restocked over the summer break. Ms. Morarity reviewed the contents 

of the buckets and noted that other additions will be added in the future, including larger bandages and 

maxi pads (a useful absorbent in case of a gash wound) as funding permits. Problems with a lack of 

window coverings in some rooms were also discussed, as well as how to quickly account for the names of 

every student on those occasions when students are locked down in the rooms of teachers with whom 

they are not familiar.  

c. Update on SPSA Expenditures – SPSA was approved at the last Site Council meeting; it will be approved 

by the School Board along with the LCAP money on November 8. The process of spending the money 



which has already been approved has already begun. Mr. Bross has ordered a new Google Chrome cart 

(38) computers to be used largely by AVID and the Freshman Foundations teachers. Six digital computers 

have been purchased for teachers to use, with an additional three digital cameras purchased with library 

money. Two laptops are on order for the Science Department to make progress towards providing two 

student computers at each Science laboratory station. These funds have made it possible for Jennifer 

Howard to work as a half-time counselor focusing on at-risk students. LCAP money has been allocated for 

the purchase of novels for Disciplinary Literacy and independent reading for the English Department, with 

the actual titles to be purchased still to be determined. Mr. Ford is being funded with LCAP money for an 

additional .17 period to teach a math intervention class. Common Core money has also been spent to send 

the Math Department to a conference in Palm Springs, and fund a math conference in Monterey for three 

Special Education teachers. Student Family Success Night has been booked for January 13 with speaker 

Tyler Durman, who will present an all student assembly that day and an evening session for parents. Mr. 

Durman is a dynamic presenter whose sessions have been well received at other District high schools. 

d.  ELAC/EL Update from Mesa Verde ELIS – Susan Iratene (ELIS) reported that she has had two ELAC 

meetings so far this year. Unfortunately, there have been no parents at either meeting. She has attempted 

to connect with parents by sending fliers home with EL students and making EdConnect calls. She feels 

that her attendance in Mrs. Soloman’s ELD classes now that CELDT testing has ended will help forge 

connections with students that will help to address the problem. She will work on getting at least a week’s 

advanced notice to parents and plans to make personal phone calls as needed to invite parents to become 

involved. Mrs. Soloman has also done some release day training, so headway is being made in providing 

services for the 65 EL students at Mesa for the 2014-2015 year. It is expected that the number of EL 

students Mesa will be serving will increase during the spring term. 

 

Adjournment – The meeting was adjourned at 4:20 PM. The tentative date for the next Site Council meeting 

will be Tuesday, December 9, 2014 (an adjusted date due to the Thanksgiving holiday). 

 

Prepared by:  Donna Marshall 

            Mesa Verde High School Site Council Secretary 

                         October 28, 2014 

 


